
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
C] FIRE DEPARTMENT

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT

MEMORANDUM

April 6, 1989

TO ; Deputy Commissioner Christian Schweizer

FROM ; Battalion Chief Gerald Janda, Hazardous Material
Administrative Unit

SUBJECT : PUROLITE CORPORATION UPDATE

Sir, the following Is a narrative report that lists our
unit's activities with regard to Incidents and follow-up
activities concerning the Purollte Corporation located at
3620 "G" Street since October 20, 1988. Please see attached
sheets that list those In attendance at the various meetings as
described below.

October 20. 1988;

,.'• On the above date at 0847 hours, a box assignment was
dispatched to 3620 "G" Street, Purpose of response was to

_ investigate a report of fumes entering the premises of Sterling
(_) Models, a second floor tenant of the Purolite Corporation. The

cause of odors was found to be the accidental venting of sodium
hydroxide vapors through a scrubber tank when a fan broke on the
scrubber and a pump leaked.

Approximately 18 employees of Sterling Models had to be
evacuated while the premises were thoroughly ventilated by Fire
Department personnel. On the following day, October 21, 1989,
Lieutenant Howard and Fireflghter Brennan of the Hazardous
Material Administrative Unit (HMAU) visited the Purolite
Corporation.

At this time, a Mr. Don Brodie, vice president of Purolite
explained that the failure of a fan bearing and a leaking pump on
the scrubber caused the release. He stated that Immediate
corrective action would take place to prevent any further
release.

Members then Interviewed a Mr. Haldis, president of Sterling
Models. Mr, Haldis stated that odors from Purolite were a
constant problem. He also expressed a belief that Purolite might
be dumping chemicals in the sewer. He did say that.he had been
in touch with a Mr. Tom McCracken of Air Management but that
they, Air Management, did not have anyone available to check out
his complaint. Our unit members then stressed the importance of

" calling 911 in the event of an emergency,
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Purolite Update Page 2

November 1. 1988;

On the above date at 0908 hours, Lieutenant Howard of this
Unit received a phone call from Mr, Haldis of Sterling Models,
Mr, Haldis reported that a strong chemical odor seemed to be
coming from the Purolite Corporation and filling his premises.
Mr. Haldis further stated that it was his belief that the odor
was a result of a styrene spill on Purollte's property.
Lieutenant Howard advised him to evacuate the building
immediately.

FCC was then notified and E-7 was dispatched to
investigate. Lieutenant Morgan of E-7 reported that a
Mr. Don Brodle of Purolite denied any occurrence of a styrene
spill. However, Lieutenant Morgan said that there appeared to
have been a recent spill of something in the rear yard as
evidenced by a large stain and the presence of absorbents.

Mr. Bob Hatcher of Air Management, Mr. Tony Cuccerlno of
Licenses and Inspections, and Captain John Furlong, were apprised
of incident findings.

O A further Investigation revealed that a workman on
October 31, 1988, at 2000 hours had overfilled a styrene liquid
head tank located in the interior of the building. The overflow
automatically flowed to an exterior sump. Estimated spillage was
reported to be fifty gallons. On November 7, 1988,
Captain McAleer of HMAU contacted Mr. Hoyt of Licenses and
Inspections to discuss recent violations. Mr. Hoyt stated that
several violations have been Issued to Purolite since October 1,
1988. He said he would be recommending that all violations be
combined in an equity action.

December 6. 1988;

On the above date at 0755 hours, Sterling Model's personnel
reported, through the 911 system, the presence of fumes
throughout their premises. A box assignment with a HazMat Task
Force response was dispatched to their location at 3620 "G"
Street, the Purolite Corporation. Because of recent violations,
Battalion Chief Jnnda dispatched Lieutenants Howard and Plpino to
assist In the investigation,
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Upon arrival, they were met by Battalion Chief Unsay,
• Battalion 10, Lieutenant Griffiths of the Fire Marshal Office,
and representatives from the following units; the Industrial
Waste Unit of the Water Department, the Air Management Unit of
the Health Department, and Licenses and Inspections, Also
present were Mr. Don Brodle, Vice President and General Manager
of Purolite, and Joe Borqulst, Plant Manager of Purolite.

The cause of fumes was attributed to a malfunctioning
scrubber. After their determination, it was suggested that all
personnel present Inspect the facility, In addition to calling
attention to earlier violations, Mr, Tom Patterson wrote four
more violations; Air Management's inspectors, Elyse Shaffer and
Marty Faldo issued an air pollution violation and Lonnle Goldlner
of Industrial Waste obtained samples of waste water being dumped
Into an open interior man-way.

Additionally, members of our unit pointed out to Mr. Brodie
that Purolite is not in compliance with the federally-mandated,
reporting requirements of SARA, Title III.

Members also interviewed Mr. Haldis of Sterling Models, the
second-floor tenant, He repeated his early assertion that
Purolite might be Illegally dumping chemicals.

On the same date, at our request, Sally Roye Hardy of the
Managing Director's Office, Office of Emergency Management,
prepared and forwarded a memo to Andres Perez, Jr., Deputy
Managing Director, listing all the violations issued to Purolite
since October 1, 1988. (please see attached copy of memo,)

March 21. 1989;

On the above date at 0643 hours, Purolite Corporation
personnel reported through the 911 system a spill of Divlnyl
Benzene, A box assignment with a HazMat Task Force response was
dispatched to 3620 "G" Street.

Battalion Chief Yeager, Battalion 10, was met at the gate
by plant supervisory personnel, They Informed Chief Yeager that
a spill of approximately 200 gallons of Divinyl Benzene had
occurred sometime during the night. Field units inspected the
Purolite facility and found no need for Fire Department
intervention.
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Air Management and Industrial waste personnel were
' notified by F.C.C, via municipal radio. Shortly thereafter,

Industrial Waste personnel notified our unit that Purolite had
experienced a 3900 gallon spill of Divinyl Benzene Into the sewer
system. This was determined after employees of the Northeast
Water Treatment Plant had to be evacuated due to noxious fumes
filling their facility.

Members of the Industrial Waste Unit were Immediately
dispatched to trace the cause of fumes. Upon notification of our
response to Purolite and subsequent request for their assistance,
they responded to DVB at the Purolite facility,

However, their investigation revealed that a spill of
3,900 gallons of DVB had occurred and not 200 gallons as
initially reported to our field units.

At approximately 1200 hours, Mr. Duggan, Production
Manager of Purolite called Lieutenant Howard. He informed him
that the overflow line to the scrubber, from where the flow of
DVB to sewer had occurred, had been cleaned. Re also stated that
the tank had been placed out of service ana plans to install

Q warning devices were being prepared immediately.

March 23t 1989;

At 1000 hours, several representatives from various local,
state, and federal agencies visited the Purolite Corporation for
purposes of inspecting the facility and checking for compliance
with respective codes and regulations associated with the
operation of a plant that uses hazardous chemicals In its product
manufacturing scheme. A general consensus was reached in that
Purolite was operating in an unsafe manner and that injunctlve
relief may be necessary.

At approximately 1500 hours, a cease operations was issued
to Purolite through the Department of tlctnsea and Inspections in
conjunction with the Fire Marshal's Offline.

At 1630 hours, Captain McAleer and Lieutenant R. Griffiths
were sent to City Hall, Court Room #236 to testify in front of
Judge Lehrer as to why the cease operations should not be lifted.
Judge Lehrer ruled that Purolite could continue operations
pursuant to certain stipulations. A reinspection was scheduled
for the following day to check Purolite's progress in remedying
certain infractions.
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March 24. 1989;

At 1000 hours, several representatives from various local
state and federal agencies reinspected the Purolite facility. It
was noted by all in attendance that significant progress had been
made by Purolite personnel in their attempt to comply with the
court-iasued stipulations, Inspections of the facility were
scheduled for the following week.

March 28. 1989;

At 1000 hours, Captain McAleer and Lieutenant Howard
Inspected the Purolite facility. The following progress In the
area of code compliance and safe operation of the facility was
noted;

- A dead man switch had been installed in the
measuring tank system that handles the trans-
port of Divlnyl Benzene.

- A dial-In metering gauge was installed in the
above system to also prevent Inadvertent over-
fills.

0- A 500 gallon overflow tank was Installed and
connected to the scrubber machine to handle any
product overflow. Also a shut-off valve with a
locking device was Installed in the scrubber
drain line.

- All tanks and lines throughout the facility were
labeled with appropriate NFPA approved labels.

- An environmental consultant had been contracted
by Purolite to perform an environmental audit and
to provide Purolite with the appropriate procedures
and guidelines to effect compliance with local,
state, and federal regulations.

- A dike was being constructed around a tank that
will eventually hold 6,000 gallons of hydrochloric
acid.

- The sprinkler system repairs were near completion
and certification was expected within two weeks.

•vj
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- A safe storage area was provided previously for the
tanks of Bromine found throughout the facility,

- A spill/fire procedure was developed and posted
throughout the facility.

- A general house cleaning was effected and contact
was nade between plant personnel and Fire Prevention
personnel in an effort to develop employee safety
procedures.

March 29. 1969;

At 1430 hours, several representatives from various local,
state, and federal agencies Inspected the Purolite facility. All
the progress noted above was pointed out to those in attendance
and a general discussion was held with plant owners. Any Norr
from the City Solicitor's Office will handle our response at a
hearing scheduled for 1000 hours, March 30, 1989. She proposed a
consent decree that listed the various agreements reached between
Purolite and the various government agencies.

March 30. 1989;

At 1000 hours, a hearing was held in Court Room 1236, A
consent decree was Issued by Judge Lehrer. Any Norr who
represented the City reported that Judge Lehrer was very pleased
with Purolite's effort in moving towards compliance with local,
state, and federal regulations.

GJ/mnd

o
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ATTENDANCE (CONTINUED)

March 23. 1988; (Special Hearing in Court Roon 1236 in
front of Judge Lehrer)

Captain Joe McAleer, H.M.A.U.

Lieutenant R, Griffiths, Assistant Fire Marshal

Flora Wolf, City Solicitor's Office

Robert Hoyt, Licenses and Inspections

Greg Harvey, Morgan, Lewis, and Bocklus

Robert Ceilings, Morgan, Lewis and Bocklus

Stephen Brodie, President of Purolite Corporation

Al Duggan, Production Manager, Purolite Corporation

March 24. 1989;

Battalion Chief Gerald Janda, H.M.A.U.

Steve Brodie, Purolite
Bob Ceilings, Morgan, Lewis, and Bocklus

Dan Soufer, Licenses and Inspections

George English, E.P.A.

Dan Brodie, Purolite

Robert Hoyt, Licenses and Inspections

Lieutenant R. Pelsjynskl, Assistant; Fire Marshal

Tom Healey, Industrial Waste

Pamela Foa, Industrial Waste

Elyae Shaffer, Air Management

Norm Tourtelott, Purolite

Joe Borquiat, Puroliteo
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ATTENDANCE (CONTINUED)

March 29. 1989;
Greg Harvey, Morgan, Lewis', and Bocklus

Robert Collings, Morgan, Lewis, and Bockius

Tom Healey, Industrial Waste

Amy Norr, City Solicitor's Office

Captain Joe McAleer, H.M.A.U.

Captain N. Carr, Fire Marshal's Office
Don Brodie, Vice President and General Manager of Purolite

Stephen Brodie, President, Purolite
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EMORANDUM CITY OP1 PHILADELPHIA"';!

.rv.-.v* Perez, Jr., Deputy Managing Director ' 12/6/88
Sally Roylo Hardy, MDO/OEM '>^ •
Ltl - 3620 C Street

Information obtained from Bob Hoyt
Date Violations Actions

10/1 Remove all supplies of styrene and approve Re Inspected 10/5/88
listing of first floor 11/14/88

Provide fire emergency procedure In event Sent to Prosecution
of emergency and notify Fire Dept. 11/14/88
Consult Fire Prevention for training

10/5/88 Label all Containers* Re Inspected 10/20/88
Obtain license for Hazardous Chemicals 'Sent to Prosecution
Certify sprinkler system ' 11/29/88
Lower sprinkler heads
Post City Licenses

(1) 10/28/88 Repair sprinkler system Prosecution 11/14/88
(2) 10/28/88 Replaca fan blade on processing unit Prosecution 11/14/88

2 other violations compiled on relnspectlon
12/6 Bob Hoyt Is recommending that the four cases

be combined In an equity action for a
greater fine

* Violation compiled

SRH:mc
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/ •*«.•>'
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA ,

8; DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES & INSPECTIONS
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107' :

ipOPERfTI
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THIS LOCATION:

J620 "0" Strut Purolite Cowpony

IS IN VIOLATION OF THE FIRE CODE AS NOTED BELOW:iw in .•>.- 'Sttm £•„(,„, J,,g projuct into ,ny public llw(r n»t»,or itom
FAZUHIE lot driin 5-jOTlSJi v-.".:'
Rytori iprinklir lyitti to nrvici S-i'tOJ. ''• '»•

;,",'. "•Tolibil. bulk itonji contiinin with tbi U.S. D.O.T. nualiir, ebtaic'il'iliitnct
;!-• Dunbir or H.F.P.A. nuobir 5-50>i(6)l. ' .!,'.'

To proviiJi diki, ban or othir incloiuri to eonfini thi gpill of biirdoui chmUili
ItulH not lointifiid)5-50W. .;, .

'••<' To f«it«n «citjHni em cyclindir in plici or proridi * corritr 5-290J.
.. .. ̂ -To klip floor clt«n of til ipilliiii of ebisiMli 5-50?.
Vi. to profldt • tin mrRincy procidun md to notify thi Fin Dipwtmnt of inoidinti
i< i < 5-1612(2). •,,
>... ', to consult fin Depirtmnl for ndviii «nd truinine in riE»d to thli'b-uinioi $-1612(2).
Sl'n'!' ,to *Blt elt!r lu"'Mi 5-ltollJ). To providi protection '"ĴS'SIrf""'̂!;* P'|
T̂Uc'mcDAnTMFNT Of LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS HAS OnDEISi?.*THE)DEPAnTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS HAS,
ÔPERATIONS TO CEASE AT THESE PREMISES DUE TO SERIOUS FIRE

r' CODE VIOLATIONS. THE PREMISES IS ORDERED VACATED IMMEDI-
ATELY OF ALL EMPLOYEES,,PATRONS, AND OCCUPANTS AND
OCCUPANCY OF THESE PREMISES AFTER , n»"h ». »B?:. iHioumt
IS ILLEGAL. ANY PERSON WHO PERMITS THE PREMISES TO BE
OCCUPIED AFTER THIS DATE OR WHO REMOVES, DAMAGES, OR
DEFACES THIS CEASC OPERATIONS ORDER IS SUBJECT TO ARREST

j BY THE POLICE AND UPON CONVICTION TO A FINE OF UPTO $300.00
|, AND/OR IMPRISONMENT OF UP TO NINETY (00) DAYS.

INSPECTOR IBM

O oO NOT REMOVE THIS NOTICE
•SKfW «»i px«itm,i., , . . • , ,• ' , . .
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